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lender the camel, but kept it for him till it was three
years old and able to work. He then handed it over in
payment of the debt; or if, by unhappy chance, it had
died or been stolen, his account would be debited with
the seven rupees plus compound interest. Now the
dealings are not in single rupees, but in scores. Twenty-
seven out of the thirty-eight members of the bank owed
over Rs. 18,000, and one with no more than a square
owed Rs-3,ooo. When I inquired the cause of so
much debt, the only answer I could get was that it had
been incurred 'to fill our bellies' (pet waste\ and had
grown and grown through compound interest: also,
so it was alleged, there had been cheating on the part
of the money-lender. The village illustrates the danger
of putting money into the hands of those who do not
know how to use it, and in truth the gift of land and
water has hung a millstone round their foolish necks.
It is difficult now to know how to get the more indebted
straight. 'Give us water,' they said, 'and we will pay
everything.* But the only way more water can be got
is by sinking wells, and for this, they lamented, 'we
have no pence* (paisa).

Water and Wherever we go there is an insistent demand for
Wells more water, and a bitter complaint that the supply is
less than it was. As we rode through this village, two
tall women seeing us pass struck statuesque attitudes,
and, fixing modest eyes upon the ground but raising
most immodest voices, protested shrilly that they and
their children must surely die if no more water were
given. This is the invariable complaint of those who
live at the tail of a canal, and with a 26-foot water-level
the obvious remedy is to sink wells. Where men are
enterprising and, as the zaildar put it, cultivators bred
in the village (dihdti zamindar), this is freely done, and
in the zaildar's own village thirty-eight have been sunk.
But where, as in yesterday's country and to-day's, the
people are rather sons of nomads than children of the
village, they have not 'the custom of the weir. Yet even